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Diary Dates

Reminder:

Governing
Council
meeting
Week 3 term 3
Tuesday 4th
August
6:30pm

Monday 10th August - Student Free Day and
Monday 31st August -School Closure Day
OSHC is available if required
please call Nicola on 8396 3148 for bookings
Dear Families,

Monday
10th August
Student Free
Day

Welcome back to Modbury School and Preschool for Term 3. We have had a very busy start to
the term with 4 new families starting in the school, two new families in the preschool and also
welcoming back one of our families that has been overseas! This means we had an additional
11 children join our community. A special welcome to our new families.

Monday
31st August
School Closure

Due to the additional children joining our Preschool, I would like to welcome back Preschool
teacher, Rose Paton. Rose has returned and has noticed lots of growth and changes in the
children and is very happy to be back.

Students do
not attend
school on
these days

Term 3 tends to be the term where deeper learning occurs for our students. Relationships have
been developed and be maintained, classroom practices are embedded, ways of learning are
practised and refined. This term, we have our staff engaging in professional learning around
Mathematics that will look at building on whole school practice in effective teaching and
learning of Mathematics across the school. At Modbury School we recognise the importance of
having consistent approaches between year levels, building skill development and supporting
students to transition to learning communities and knowing expectations about the learning
cycle. Maria Appelt has included more information about this learning in this edition.

SAPSASA
Boys Soccer &
Girls Netball
Friday 7th
August
8:20 am start
SAPSASA
Athletics
20th August
More
SAPSASA
events are
scheduled for
later this term
Watch this
Space!

Room 6
Art Gallery
Excursion
Tuesday
11th August

2021
Planning is starting for the 2021 school year. Please consider the following and contact the
school through Kym Bennetts on 8264 2027.
Preschool Enrolments Are Filling Fast!
The department has capped our preschool at 20 for 2021. We are fast approaching this number!
If you have a preschool child, please complete your registration of interest as soon as possible.
We would like to return to our cap of 30, if you know of any families that are looking for a
preschool in our area, please pass on our invitation for a tour. We can go above our cap of 20 if
we have the numbers, but only have a restricted time to make this known to The Department for
Education.
Reception 2021
It has been very noticeable that COVID-19 has had a significant impact on family movement.
This has restricted the opportunity for families to connect with school’s in general. Recently we
did a letterbox drop distributing an A5 flier in our local area, highlighting the strengths of our
school and what our school community offers to families looking for a school. There are further
copies available for any family that may wish to pass this information onto interested families that
you may know of.
For all reception children a Registration of Interest is required.
Students not returning in 2021
If your child is not returning to Modbury School P7 in 2021, please make contact with the school
via email or a phone conversation as soon as possible.
Kind regards,
Mary Ttikirou

Modbury Teachers - Lifelong Learners
Did you know that the South Australia education system is working towards
building a world class education system? Our long -term goal is to be one of the
world ’s best performing education sectors. To support this process each site is
involved in a rigorous school improvement cycle to support the growth of every
child, in every class, in every school.
At Modbury we are passionate about improving the literacy and numeracy
outcomes of our students and have identified 2 areas in our Site Improvement Plan
we are focusing on. These are Reading, and developing a deeper understanding
of Number. Having these goals supports us to narrow our focus, improve our
practice and ultimately improve learning of all students at Modbury.
This week teachers were released to initiate a process referred to as a Learning
Sprint. During this process staff engaged in challenging conversations to determine
a component of their practice in the teaching of mathematics they would like to
refine and focus on deeply for the next six weeks.
Learning Sprints support teachers to:





Meaningfully engage with the best available evidence/research in the area
they are working on
Make incremental changes to teaching practice, for big impact over time
Engage in collaborative and disciplined dialogue with their peers
Deepen their knowledge of learning, and be inspired by a process of
continual professional improvement

Throughout the Learning Sprint teachers will have opportunities to support each
other through professional conversations and also observations from both peers
and leaders. Targeted feedback from staff will support teachers to continue to
refine their practice and deliver high quality teaching and learning programs in
Mathematics at Modbury.

It has given me great pleasure this week to work with such a dedicated team of
professionals and see them embrace learning with passion and commitment. I
look forward to being able to share some of this learning with you over the coming
weeks.
Please feel free to ask teachers about our Site Improvement Plan and also their
learning. Sharing this journey of school improvement with our families is an
important part to its success.
Kind Regards,
Maria Appelt
Deputy Principal

Learning Enhancement Support Improvement Strategies for our Learners
At Modbury School P-7 we look for growth in achievement for every child, every year.
As such, it is intentional that our Assessment and Reporting practices require that all students
R-7 have individual targets and goals for improvement. These are developed in term one
and are reviewed throughout the year, more recently having been shared with you in your
child’s mid-semester report.
All students in DfE schools have standard achievements and benchmarks that guide how

we plan teaching and learning programs.
To support individual growth, Individualised data sets are obtained and closely monitored,
allowing teachers to identify where support can be provided.
At times, this support may be short and intensive, or delivered through a more targeted long
term focus. Enhanced learning can be provided for students in the area of literacy or
numeracy or for specific learning areas.
At Modbury, we have a specifically funded teacher, Heather Merkel who works with all
class teachers. Teachers work with Heather and look at achievement data for students and

then collaboratively review individualised goals and targets. This ensures that any additional
support provided to students is streamlined with the learning that happens in the classroom.
All educators working with identified students, have the strategies and processes to track
and monitor growth for these learners.
Actioning learning enhanced support programs are a focus on our Site Improvement Plan.
Further information about enhanced learning for identified students will be sent home to
families in the coming week.
Working together as a strong partnership with parents and caregivers is a proven way to

achieve growth for every child, every year.

Family Feedback
Currently we are reviewing our Assessment and Reporting at Modbury. It is
important that we hear your voice. We would like to invite you to complete this
short survey so we can gather feedback from our community to support this
process. Thank you for taking your time to complete this survey.
Please press Ctrl and click to access survey

https://forms.gle/chQMKkRcxc7c9pMt6

I like Art
it’s fun!
I liked using all different
colours to help me with
my drawing.

Joshua
Crystal

Lance

I like the patterns
and the colours
in Art.

Ahad
Art is fun because I love
using different colours.

Blake

Art in the
Curriculum
Artistic activities help young
people learn other subjects
such as Reading and
Numeracy. It also promotes
visual, motor and social
development. Using Art as a
visual expression is enriching
because young people can
use it as a communication tool.
When students experiment
with materials, they dabble in
Science. Young people feel
good when creating Art, this
helps boost energy and
creates a sense of wellbeing.

I like the colours we
use in Art.
I enjoyed this Art task
because we got to use oil
pastels.
It’s been so much
fun colouring.

Tori

Kiara

I like the patterns and I
liked colouring these
pictures.

I liked colouring the
squares and rectangles.

I enjoyed mixing the
paint to make different
colours.

Dieter
It was exciting
creating new colours
with food colouring and
water.

Seth
It has been fun using oil
pastels.

Absenteeism
Kirsty Brumby, Wellbeing Leader

Lately it has been unfortunate to see many of our students absent from school.
Much of this is accounted for by sickness and it always best for the student to
stay home and rest should they be feeling unwell.
It is important though that parents are notifying the school anytime their child
is going to be absent. If your child is sick or will be absent from school, please
notify the front office via phone call, email or the Skoolbag app.

Did you know that missing 1 day per week is more than half a term
missed per year or 2 full years missed over the course of their
school career.

If your child misses…..

That Equals…..

Which is……

Over 13 Years of
schooling that is……

10 minutes a day

50 minutes a week

1.5 weeks per year

Nearly 1/2 a year of lost
learning

20 minutes a day

1 hour 40 minutes a
week

2.5 weeks per year

Nearly 1 year of lost
learning

30 minutes a day

½ a day a week

4 weeks per year

Nearly 1.5 years of lost
learning

1 hour a day

1 day per week

8 weeks per year

Nearly 2.5 years of lost
learning

Being late even 10 minutes each day adds up over your child's school
life so its important to have them at school, on time, as regularly as
possible.

Ensuring regular attendance at school is a shared responsibility of both parents/caregivers
and our school. If you are having problems with your child’s attendance, please contact your
child’s teacher so we can support you in ensuring your child is best engaged in their
schooling experience.






Over the year students in Learning
Community B have been collecting
the compost bins from each
classroom every day. They empty
these food scraps into the larger
bins in the garden area so we
enrich the soil with the compost in
our garden beds .
Last Friday these students had the
opportunity to taste our school
garden grown potatoes.
It was to say thank you to them for
all the work they have done.
The baked potatoes were served
with grated cheese and sour cream
and they were enjoyed by most of
the students.
Some comments from the students:
Max – This was my first time eating
a baked potato and I loved it!
Emma – It was better than my
Mum’s and it was delicious!
Malli – They were really yummy.
Parneet – I loved the taste of the
potato, it was so creamy
Alex – It was really good and I
don’t think I have had one before. I
shared a bit with Dad and he said it
was delicious.























Potatoes are vegetables but they contain a lot of
starch (carbohydrates) that make them more like
rice, pasta and bread in terms of nutrition.
Much like rice, wheat and maize (corn), potato
crops are an important part the world’s diet.
The word potato comes from the Spanish word
patata.
Potato plants are usually pollinated by insects such
as bumblebees.
Potatoes contain a variety of vitamins and minerals.
There are thousands of different potato varieties
but not all are commercially available, popular ones
include Russet, Yukon Gold, Kennebec, Desiree
and Fingerling.
While the role of genetic modification is up for
debate, research has led to genetically modified
potato varieties that have potential benefits such as
increased protein and resistance to viruses.
Based on 2010 statistics, China is the leading
producer of potatoes.
Potatoes don’t store very well after purchase but
they are relatively easy to grow.
Potato storage facilities are kept at temperatures
above 4 °C (39 °F) as potato starch turns into sugar
and alters the taste below this temperature.
Potatoes are prepared and served in many different
ways, including boiled potatoes, mashed potatoes,
baked potatoes, French fries and hash browns.
French fries contain a lot of fat so don’t eat too
many!
Potatoes are usually served hot, but sometimes
cold in the form of potato chips or potato salad.
Despite health concerns, potato chips are one of
the most common snack foods in the world with
billions of packets being consumed every year.
One of the main causes of the Great Famine in
Ireland between 1845 and 1852 was a potato
disease known as potato blight. The shortage of
potatoes led to the death of around 1 million people
who were dependent on them as a food source.
Although it shares the same name, the sweet
potato is a root vegetable and only loosely related
to the potato.
Potatoes are sometimes called spuds

Modbury School Preschool-7—Enrolments
We are now accepting expressions of interest for new students requiring
placement in 2021 from Preschool –Year 7. Please contact administration on
8264 2027 if you have any questions or would like a registration form. Look out
for our Modbury School Promotional flyer in your letterbox soon! Please share this
information with family or friends that may be interested in enrolling.

Playgroup has now returned to Modbury School. In order to follow Government restrictions
we can accommodate only 10 families each week. If you want to attend a Playgroup Session
please register your intent by calling the office on 8264 2027 or via the Facebook page.
Playgroup is held from 9am –10. 45 and costs $3:00 per session
We are very excited to have our Playgroup families return to our School.

Immunisation requirements for a child to enrol
and attend an early childhood service
After changes to the South Australian Public Health Act
2011 (the Act), from 7 August 2020, children will not be
able to enrol in or attend early childhood services unless
all immunisation requirements are met (No Jab, No Play).

Evidence of a catch-up schedule.
How to get your child’s immunisation statement

New enrolments
After 7 August 2020, early childhood services cannot enrol
new children into their service if their parent or carer has
not given them current immunisation records.
Existing enrolments
Children who are already enrolled will no longer be able
to attend unless their parent or carer can provide:
a copy of their child’s current immunisation record
evidence that their child has an approved exemption

Parents or carers can access an immunisation history statement via:
Medicare online account through myGov
Express Plus Medicare mobile app (through an existing MyGov account)
 contacting the Australian Immunisation Register general enquiries line on 1800 653 809 and requesting a
statement be mailed out.
How do I get an Immunisation history? – SA Health guide (PDF 536KB) outlines the process.

Please help us keep you and our
young students safe by following
the signage around the school.
When visiting our office, collecting
or dropping off students please
come in through the main entrance
(school yard) and not through our
rear car park.
The car park area does not
provide a safe walkway for visitors
or students and should only be
used if you require disability
parking. We have had some near
misses in this car park entrance,
young children are often difficult to
see by motorists so it is not a safe
way to access our administration
office.
If you require disability parking
please use the intercom at the
boom gate to gain entry.
Thank you for your support and
understanding.
Kym

Modbury School is a sun-safe school and has a ‘No Hat, No Play’ policy. Students
who don’t have an approved (green or gold) sun safe hat are required to stay in the
shaded areas during play time. For some students this can be very upsetting as the
office only has a few hats that can be borrowed in an emergency. Please check with
your child/ren to see if they have a hat. New hats are available to purchase from the
office:
Legionnaires: $6.00
Bucket: $9.00
Modbury School Colours are Green or Black bottoms and Green or Gold tops. Please help your
child/ren follow our dress code by wearing items in our school colours. We have tops with the
Modbury School logo available for purchase. Polo shirts and Jumpers are $25.00 each.

